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SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

The Service of Lessons & Carols has enjoyed great popularity since it was first introduced 

roughly a century ago. In many places it has come to be regarded as THE service of 

Christmas Eve. While it is called “Lessons & Carols”, not every hymn is, strictly speaking, a 

carol. This is due to the fact that the purpose of the service is to trace redemption’s history 

from the Fall of our ancestors through the promises of the prophets, and finally to the birth 

of Christ. While the choice of hymns varies from place to place, the lessons have largely 

remained the same. Thus, the service is one of hearing the lesson, then hearing an 

accompanying hymn that reflects the truth of the lesson. Here tonight, at Holy Spirit 

Lutheran Church, we will, with so many others, also trace salvation’s history in lesson and 

song. May your heart be warmed as you contemplate tonight the mystery of the coming of 

God to us in the flesh. 

 

PRELUDE 

(Stand) OPENING HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City”       LSB376 
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Not in that poor, lowly stable, With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound! 
 

P: BIDDING PRAYER 

 I welcome you, on behalf of The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit. We have come 

together as the family of God, in our Father’s presence, to celebrate the great  

festival of  Christmas. In this service we hear and receive the good news of the birth 

of Christ and we offer to God our thanksgiving in the joyful singing of carols. 
 

 As we gather together in the name of Christ, we pray for the world he came to save: 

for the  Church, that it may be enabled in our generation to surrender anew to 

God’s holy Wisdom, and bear the good news of God’s love to a needy world; for the 

world, which is already Christ’s, that all its peoples may recognize their responsibility 

for its future, and may be  inspired by the message of Christmas at work together 

for the establishment of justice, freedom and peace everywhere: for all in special 

need, the sick, the anxious, the lonely, the fearful and the bereaved, that the peace 

and light of the Christ-child may bring hope and  healing to all who sit in darkness. 
 

 We commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to the unfailing 

mercy of our heavenly Father, and say together, as Christ himself taught us: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

P: The almighty God bless + us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 

and  to the fellowship of citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 

C: Amen. 
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(Sit)  HYMN: “Before the Marvel of This Night” by Carl Schalk      
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LESSON 1 – Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of 

Paradise, but that his promised offspring will crush the head of the serpent. 

 

HYMN:  “Savior of the Nations, Come”                LSB3

 

 

 

Text (st. 1) and Tune: Public domain Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License .NET, number 100011459. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

LESSON 2 – Genesis 22:17-18 God promises faithful Abraham that in his offspring all 

peoples of the earth will be blessed. 
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HYMN:  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                      LSB366 

 

 

 

 
Text and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

LESSON 3 – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; 11:1-4a The prophet Isaiah foretells of the coming Savior. 
 

HYMN:  “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”              LSB359 
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Text and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

LESSON 4 – Micah 5:2, 4-5a The Prophet Micah foretells that the Messiah will come 

from Bethlehem. 
 

HYMN: “LSB384 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem sts. 1, 3 

  

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

LESSON 5 – Luke 1:26-35, 38 The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
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HYMN: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”      LSB356

 

 

 

 
Text and Tune: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

LESSON 6 – Luke2:1-7 St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

364 Away in a Manger 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

LESSON 7 – Luke 2:8-18  The Shepherds receive the glorious news of the birth of the 

Savior, and go once to see this miraculous event. 
 

HYMNS: “The First Noel”  

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Sermon 
 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                     Text/Music: Public domain. Created by LSB©2006 CPH   
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OFFERING is collected by the ushers. 
 

Duet by Ryan And Collin Keane 

 

HYMN:  “What Child is This”   (Sung as the Offering is collected)    LSB370 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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P:   WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which He was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

 it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is My † body, given for you. Do this 

 in remembrance of Me.” Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

 all to drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in MY † blood, shed for you and for all 

 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

In the blessed sacrament of the altar, we celebrate our Lord’s communion with us. He said, “I will 
never leave you or forsake you.” This is how He keeps that promise. Because His promise is to the 
entire Church, we proclaim that this altar is not our private property. It’s His. We invite all baptized 
persons who believe in His real presence in the bread and wine, to come, receive and believe!   
 

(Sit) DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: “:  “What Child is This”                       LSB370 
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Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 (Stand) BLESSING 

P: May this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you steadfast in the one true Faith unto † life everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

 Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your 

Son  Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, so we may with 

sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy spirit, on God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Sit)  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Stand) CANDLELIGHTING (Candles are lit. Please tilt your candle toward the upright 

burning one.) 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  “Silent Night”                  LSB363   
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(Please extinguish candles and return them to the box as you leave church) 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and † give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Christ is born! Go in peace! 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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WELCOME! 

The people of The Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit greet you in peace and with blessing. We confess our 

faith in the one, holy, universal and apostolic church of Jesus Christ. Baptized Christians 14 years of age 

and older who believe His body and blood are present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion are 

welcome at His table. If you are searching for spiritual direction and Christian fellowship, we invite you to 

inquire into the Biblical faith proclaimed and practiced here. 

WEEKLY SERVICES 

Sundays - 9:00 AM Communion Service 

 Wednesdays in Advent and Lent - 7:00p.m.  

Special Festival and Holiday Services as posted    

     CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sundays, 10:30 - 11:30 AM (Sept.-May) 

Sunday School, age 3 thru Gr. 5, Youth Class 6th- 12th Gr.  2 Adult Studies, 

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 

Acolytes/Altar Assistants; Choir & Instrumentalists; Communion Assistants/Lectors; Sunday School; Youth 

Group; Ushers; Working Boards: Administration, Communications/ Outreach, Education/ Worship & Music, 

Finance, Human Care/Missions, Stewardship, Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ 15 ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



~ 16 ~ 
 

LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

150 Lions Dr. & Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007 

Church Office: (847) 437-5897; Web address: www.HolySpiritegv.org   

Pastor Rogers, Cell) 630-439-6176 and (office) 630-834-3440 

Kathleen Rose, Ministers of Music 

Girard Russell, Lay Minister 847-437-0990 

Wendy Sass, Church Secretary, email: lchssec@outlook.com 

 ---------------> fold & tear, then place in the offering plate <--------------- 

  

I'd like to: __  talk with the Pastor   __  find out more about Jesus  

__learn how to be part of this ministry 

Name ____________________________________________________  

Area Code & Phone #____________________ e-mail _________________________________      

 

 

 


